A time- or labor-saving study at school makes a practical
introduction to thinking about routines. For example, when
a class is working in the foods laboratory, two groups of pupils
may try different procedures and sequences for washing, dry-
ing, and putting away the dishes and equipment, timing
themselves and comparing each other's results at the close of
the experience. A similar experiment can be done in cleaning
the homemaking classrooms, and the feasibility of using like
methods at home considered in class discussions. If conclu-
sions are drawn in terms of the arrangement of working areas,
pupils might be encouraged to undertake some improvements
of this nature at home. Progress on home activities might be
evaluated and increased by making at school a twenty-four-
hour activities time chart, following it for a few days, and
determining where time could be saved on daily routines and
used for some favorite leisure-time interests.
The correct methods of sweeping, dusting, ventilating of
rooms, caring for woodwork, and other housekeeping proc-
esses should be learned during these years, because the chil-
dren like the manipulatory activities. Simple direction sheets
which include correct methods and materials to use and
standards for the finished result are helpful teaching-learning
tools.2 The danger in their use lies in making this activity the
end goal rather than a means for speedily making ready the
room or house for some anticipated living experience. Having
a friend or a group to dinner or a party, either at school or at
home, is reason enough for keeping to high standards when
doing the job. The knowledge that the homemaking room
is used each day? and by many people, motivates the "house-
keeping committee" to keep a vase filled with flowers, the
magazine stand dusted, and chairs in place.
Pupils of the upper elementary years respond to study
guides which refer them to authorities for information on
how to do housekeeping and meet different problems that
2 Lydia Ray Balderston, Housekeeping Workbook How to Do It  pp. 1-35.